(cont.) 9 And when his disciples asked him what this parable meant,
10 he said, “To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom
of God, but for others they are in parables, so that ‘seeing they may not
see, and hearing they may not understand.’ 11 Now the parable is this:
The seed is the word of God. 12 The ones along the path are those who
have heard; then the devil comes and takes away the word from their
hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved. 13 And the ones on the
rock are those who, when they hear the word, receive it with joy. But
these have no root; they believe for a while, and in time of testing fall
away. 14 And as for what fell among the thorns, they are those who hear,
but as they go on their way they are choked by the cares and riches and
pleasures of life, and their fruit does not mature. 15 As for that in the
good soil, they are those who, hearing the word, hold it fast in an honest
and good heart, and bear fruit with patience.
Hymn #830 “Spread the Reign of God the Lord”

An open invitation for farmers and all members of the
agricultural community to come forward for a special
blessing and prayer.
(Following the prayer anyone who has seed with them is welcome to
pour it into the Sower’s Cross and return to their pew.)
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The Lord’s Prayer (stand)
The Benediction
Hymn #921 “On What Has Now Been Sown”

To our Lord and Master Sower be all glor !

Celebration
Immanuel Lutheran
Sweet Springs, MO
Est. 1878

Our Living Response
II Corinthians 9:6-15

Holy Week Schedule
April 9
Palm Sunday/Confirmation
9am
April 13
Maundy Thursday
7pm
April 14
Good Friday
12pm
April 14
Good Friday
7pm
April 16
Easter Sunrise
6:30am
Easter Breakfast to follow the Sunrise Service
April 16
Easter Morning
9am
Please join us for any and all of these services! An
opportunity to see God’s plan of salvation be fulfilled in
the work and person of Jesus Christ.
Blessings to you all.

6 The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap
sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.
7 Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to
make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things
at all times, you may abound in every good work. 9 As it is written,
“He has distributed freely, he has given to the poor;
his righteousness endures forever.”
10 He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will
supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of
your righteousness. 11 You will be enriched in every way to be generous
in every way, which through us will produce thanksgiving to God. 12 For
the ministry of this service is not only supplying the needs of the saints
but is also overflowing in many thanksgivings to God. 13 By their
approval of this service, they will glorify God because of your
submission that comes from your confession of the gospel of Christ, and
the generosity of your contribution for them and for all others, 14 while
they long for you and pray for you, because of the surpassing grace of
God upon you. 15 Thanks be to God for his inexpressible gift!
Hymn # 789 “Praise and Thanksgiving” as the offering is received.

The Church’s Joint Labor
Luke 8:4-15
4 And when a great crowd was gathering and people from town
after town came to him, he said in a parable, 5 “A sower went out to sow
his seed. And as he sowed, some fell along the path and was trampled
underfoot, and the birds of the air devoured it. 6 And some fell on the
rock, and as it grew up, it withered away, because it had no moisture.
7 And some fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up with it and choked
it. 8 And some fell into good soil and grew and yielded a hundredfold.”
As he said these things, he called out, “He who has ears to hear, let him
hear.”
(continued on back)

The Sower’s Song (cont.)

Sower Celebration

by Andrew Peterson

Farmers work with the recognition that all of their labor is fully reliant on the
will of God and His gracious benefit. If any benefit is to be had from the
farmer’s labor it would extend well beyond the ones who plant the seed. Praise
God for the gift of the farmer and their families!

Giving seed to the sower, bread for the hunger
So shall the word of the Lord be with a sound like thunder
And it will not return, it will not return void
We shall be led in peace
And go out with joy
And the hills before us
Will raise their voices
And the trees of the field will clap their hands as the land rejoices
And instead of the thorn now
The cypress towers
And instead of the briar the myrtle blooms with a thousand flowers
And it will make a name
Make a name for our God
A sign everlasting that will never be cut off
As the earth brings forth sprouts from the seed
What is sown in the garden grows into a mighty tree
So the Lord plants justice, justice and praise
To rise before the nations till the end of days
As the rain and the snow fall
Down from the sky
And they don't return but they water the earth and they bring forth life
Giving seed to the sower, and bread for the hunger
So shall the word of the Lord be with a sound like thunder
And it will not return, it will not return void
It will not return, it will not return void
It will not return, it will not return void
We shall be led in peace
And go out with joy
And the Sower leads us
And the Sower leads us
And the Sower leads us

God’s Word expresses this toil of farmers in conjunction with the labor of His
Church. Our task is to sow the Gospel of Jesus; always trusting in Him to
provide the yield.
Today we seek to honor our sowers as we glorify the Master Sower!

Immanuel’s Hand Bell Choir:
“My Shepherd Will Supply My Need”
Welcome and Invocation
Combined Choir to sing:
“Quodlibet of: Were You There and Amazing Grace”
“The Lord Bless You and Keep You”

The Seed-Maker and a Call to Labor

Genesis 1:9-13
9 And God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be gathered
together into one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so.
10 God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered
together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good.
11 And God said, “Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants yielding
seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to
its kind, on the earth.” And it was so. 12 The earth brought forth
vegetation, plants yielding seed according to their own kinds, and trees
bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind. And God
saw that it was good. 13 And there was evening and there was morning,
the third day.
Genesis 2:15
15 The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of
Eden to work it and keep it.

Christ Bears the Farmer’s Burden

Genesis 3:17-19

17 And to Adam he said,
“Because you have listened to the voice of your wife
and have eaten of the tree
of which I commanded you,
‘You shall not eat of it,’
cursed is the ground because of you;
in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life;
18 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you;
and you shall eat the plants of the field.
19 By the sweat of your face
you shall eat bread,
till you return to the ground,
for out of it you were taken;
for you are dust,
and to dust you shall return.”
Hymn #453 “Upon the Cross Extended”

The Providence of a Gracious God
Isaiah 55:10-13
10 “For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven
and do not return there but water the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
11 so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose,
and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.
12 “For you shall go out in joy
and be led forth in peace;
the mountains and the hills before you
shall break forth into singing,
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
13 Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle;
and it shall make a name for the LORD,
an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.”

The Sower’s Song
by Andrew Peterson

Oh God, I am furrowed like the field
Torn open like the dirt
And I know that to be healed
That I must be broken first
I am aching for the yield
That You will harvest from this hurt
Abide in me
Let these branches bear You fruit
Abide in me, Lord
As I abide in You
So I kneel
At the bright edge of the garden
At the golden edge of dawn
At the glowing edge of spring
When the winter's edge is gone
And I can see the color green
I can hear the Sower's song
Abide in me
Let these branches bear You fruit
Abide in me, Lord
Let Your word take root
Remove in me
The branch that bears no fruit
And move in me, Lord
As I abide in You
As the rain and the snow fall
Down from the sky
And they don't return but they water the earth and they bring forth life
(continued on the next page)

